Dec-30-03 00:38 From-LAHIVE i COCKF I ELD. LLP 



6177424214 



T-069 P. 04/1 5 F-608 



Docket No.: HHI-031US 

Application No-: 09/890588 

AMCT fPMEW * **W Tmr CLAIMS 

1 gently Amended) A fluid filter comprising *^e^ a centra! 

component which extends into an interior of the filter homing, said central component being 
^sposableinanoperann^ 

^ned in the filter housing, said central component being detachable from said projects m a 
disassembly position such that said central component is nondestructively removable from the 
filter bousing, wherein the central component is mounted rotatably around a longitudinal axis in 
^ fdter housu^ and a retammg component arranged m a mtat^ 

the filter housing, said retains component ^«ui lu iu. Uu , 1 imnnmhynn 

UUL , r , fit h T -r - ™~^rr rh»t P^ly surrou^ * r^lly Outer surface 

^ ^ ^ner T ~t" f ~ «~ «*™ *™<* ^ **** "* ^ 

rn ^ Y ^ ^ nf r -i — r b,vin, m*Tchw ** **** 

nation of said central component in the operating position, the central component being 
rotatable into the disassembly position when *» a clamping force o Tdu i iiUDiftnm n nfl r exerted 
v»y r^im cr-p— * lt pn « the central component is exceeded. 

2. (Previously Presented) The filter according to claim 1 , wherein the central component 
and the retaining component (10) comprise interacting polygonal contours. 



(Withdrawn) A fluid filter, comprising a filter housing, a central, approximately tubular 
component which extends into the interior of the filter, said central component being disposable 
in an operating position by engaging a projection located in the filter housing and being 
permanently retained in the filter bousing, said component being disengageable from said 



3. 
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projection and nondestructive* removable from th, filter when disposed iu a ^sexnbly 
position, wherein me central component is retained in a positive manner by a retaining 
component which is screwable onto the filter housing, the retaining component forming the 
projection. 

4. (Withdrawn) A fluid filter according to claim 3, wherein the retaining component (10) 
comprises a combination component which includes a support body, and multiple functional 
elements located on the support body. 

5. (Withdrawn) A fluid filter according to claim 4, wherein the functional elements 
comprise one or more screw holes located in a depression accommodating the screw head. 

6. (Withdrawn) The fluid filter according to claim 4, wherein the functional element 
comprises a valve body. 

7. (Withdrawn) The fluid filter according to claim 4, wherein the functional element 
comprises a clip for fixing the central component. 

8. (Withdrawn) The fluid filter according to claim 4, wherein the functional element 
comprises a projection for fixing the central component. 

9. (Withdrawn) The fluid filter according to claim 4, wherein the functional element 
comprises a screw hole for fixing the central component. 
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10. (Withdrawn) A fluid filter, comprising: 
a filter housing, 

a filter element disposed within the filter housing, 

a central consent forming a support dome for supporting the filter housing, wherein 
thecentral component extends into an mterior of the filter housing, said cental component 

asposableinan a^^»*^'*^~*^^*"°* 

securely retained in the filter housing, said central component being detachable ftom sa.d 
projection inadisassembly position such that said central component is nondestrucuvely 
removable from the filter, wherein the central component is mounted rotatably around a 
longitudinal axis in the filter housing, and 

a retaining component arranged in a rotational* restricted manner within the filter 
housing, said retaining component being arranged to surround and fix the central component by 
an interference fit so as to inhibit rotation of the central component m the operating position, the 
central component being rotatable into the disassembly position when the clamping force of the 
interference fit is exceeded. 

1 1 (Withdrawn) a fluid filter, comprising: 

a filter housing, including a cap that configured to screw onto the filter housing. 

a central component which extends into an interior of the filter housing, said central 
component being disposable in an operating position by engaging a projection on the filter 
housing and being securely retained in the filter housing, said central component being 
detachable from said projection in a disassembly position such that said central component is 
nondestructively removable from the filter, wherem the central component is mounted rotatably 
around a longitudinal axis in the filter bousing, 

4 
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a retailing component arranged in a rotational* restricted manner within the filter 
musing, saidretainmg component 

an interference fit so as to inhibit rotation of the central component in the operating position, the 
central component being rotatable into the disassembly position when the clamping force ofthe 
interference fit is exceeded. 

12. (Withdrawn) A fluid filter, comprising: 
a filter housing, 
a cap for the filter housing, 

a central component which extends into an interior of the filter housing, said central 
component being disposable in an operating position by engaging a projection on the filter 
housing and being permanently retamed in the filter housing, said central component being 
detachable from said projection in a disassembly position such that said central component is 
nondestructive* removable from the filter, wherein the central component is mounted rotatably 
around a longitudinal axis in the filter housing, 

a retaining component arranged in a rotational* restricted manner within the filter 
housing, said retaining component being arranged to surround and fix the central component by 
an interference fit so as to inhibit rotation in the operating position, the central component being 
rotatable into the disassembly position when the clamping force ofthe interference fit is 
exceeded, 

wherein the central component is not fixed within the cap. 
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